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ol UPDATES AND INTERACTIONS

MRC PARTICIPATED IN THE INDO-PACIFIC MINILATERAL SERIES

'S i :

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director e Maritime Research
Center (MRC), participated in the Indo-Pacific Minilateral Series FY26 in
Bangkok, hosted by the Near East South Asia Centre for Strategic
Studies (NESA), USA. Dr Das spoke on Underwater Domain Awareness
(UpA), highlighting the importance of information sharing, technology,
capacity building, and regional cooperation in addressing maritime
security. The engagement also provided a platform for dialogue with
regional and international experts.

READ MORE

POST1

We participated in the Taiwan International Ocean Conference
2026 in Taipei, where Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das represented MRC as a
distinguished speaker. He joined senior officials and experts from
15 nations to discuss maritime resilience, strategic stability, and
international cooperation. The engagement also strengthened
MRC’s dialogue with global maritime experts on the growing
relevance of the UDA Framework across the Indo-Pacific.

READ MORE

PARTICIPATION AT THE WORLD MARITIME DAY 2026 IN KOCHI
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Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director of MRC, participated in
the World Maritime Day 2026 event in Kochi. He contributed to
discussions on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP), Underwater Domain
Awareness (UDA), and the Blue Economy, highlighting the
importance of holistic planning and indigenous technologies for
tropical maritime conditions. The event also provided a platform
for dialogue among key maritime stakeholders.

READ MORE

MRC PARTICIPATED IN THE UDC BRICS BUSINESS SUMMIT 2026

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das participated in the UDC BRICS Business Summit
2026 in New Delhi and contributed to the session on “BRICS Maritime
Cooperation.” The discussion focused on maritime security, Blue
Economy, environmental sustainability, technology, capacity
building, and stronger cooperation among BRICS countries to support
a secure and sustainable maritime future.

READ MORE

POST 2

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das contributed to the Taiwan International Ocean
Conference 2026 through a panel discussion on “Ocean Resilience
for Sustainable Development” and a session on the UDA
Framework. He highlighted the need to integrate science,
technology, governance, and strategic perspectives to address
ocean challenges. The session also emphasised UDA’s growing
relevance for sustainable and secure ocean governance across the

Indo-Pacific.
READ MORE

LAUNCH OF THE UDA JOURNAL

Our New Platform

UDA Journal

s now live

We have launched our International Journal of Underwater Domain
Awareness (UDA Journal) as a dedicated platform for advancing
research and innovation in UDA. The journal covers maritime
security, ocean monitoring, underwater technologies, and marine
sustainability. It aims to bring together researchers, policymakers,
and industry professionals while promoting high-quality,
evidence-based maritime research.

READ MORE
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NDT PARTNERS WITH WORLD TRADE CENTER PUNE
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NirDhwani Technology Pvt. Ltd. partnered with World Trade Center
Pune to strengthen the Blue Economy ecosystem and explore new
opportunities across maritime, ocean-based, and coastal sectors.
Through the UNIDO-World Trade Centers Association Global Call
for Blue Economy, NDT will showcase technology-driven solutions
across diverse underwater and maritime domains. The partnership
aims to promote innovation, collaboration, and sustainable

development.
READ MORE

MEETING WITH H.E. SRI PUNEET AGRAWAL, AMBASSADOR OF
INDIA TO THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

k{: : A

During the Indo-Pacific Minilateral Series FY26 in Bangkok, Dr (Cdr)
Arnab Das, Founder and Director of MRC, met H.E. Sir Puneet
Agrawal (IFS: 1997), Ambassador of India to Thailand, to exchange
perspectives on the evolving maritime landscape. The discussion
focused on maritime security, UDA, regional cooperation,
technology-enabled approaches, and the importance of
strengthening collaboration across the Indo-Pacific.

READ MORE

MEETING WITH CHIEF SURVEYOR (I/C) SHRIKILLI MOHANA RAO
ON MARITIME RESEARCH COLLABORATION

|

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das met Shri Killi Mohana Rao, Chief Surveyor (i/c),
Directorate General of Shipping, to discuss the operationalisation
of the existing MoU and future collaboration. The discussions
focused on maritime research, capacity building, policy support,
and knowledge exchange. The meeting reaffirmed the shared
commitment to strengthening India’s maritime ecosystem through
collaborative research and innovation.

READ MORE

UPDATES AND INTERACTIONS

PARTICIPATION AT THE GLOBAL CONFERENCE ON MARINE
DIPLOMACY 2026

MRGC = SNR i
_ P DHWANI

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das represented MRC as a Distinguished Speaker at
the United Diplomatic Council Global Conference on Marine
Diplomacy 2026. He highlighted the role of the UDA Framework in
strengthening maritime security, international cooperation,
sustainable ocean governance, and the Blue Economy. The
conference also provided a platform to exchange ideas with
policymakers, maritime experts, and international stakeholders.

READ MORE

MEETING WITH LIEUTENANT GENERAL A. K. RAMESH, SM,
COMMANDANT, CME, PUNE, MAHARASHTRA

|

Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das met Lieutenant General A. K. Ramesh, SM,
Commandant, College of Military Engineering (CME), Pune, to
discuss the relevance of the UDA Framework to military operations.
The interaction explored UDA applications for inland water
operations, tactical mobility, underwater sensing, and Underwater
Radiated Noise assessment, highlighting opportunities to
strengthen operational and situational awareness.

READ MORE

VISIT BY DR KISHORE PAKNIKAR TO THE MRC, PUNE

On July 1, 2026, MRC welcomed Dr Kishore Paknikar for an
interaction with UDA Summer Interns from BITS Pilani. He reviewed
their ongoing research, shared insights from his academic
experience, and encouraged the interns to approach their work
with interdisciplinary thinking, scientific rigour, and societal
relevance. The interaction also reflected MRC’s continued efforts to
nurture young researchers through the UDA Summer Internship

Programme.
READ MORE
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UPDATES AND INTERACTIONS

FINAL PRESENTATIONS OF UDA SUMMER INTERNS FROM

DGMA PARTICIPATION AT THE MRC—-ICWA NATIONAL SEMINAR

L
@

The Directorate General of Marltlme Admlmstrutlon participated in
the MRC-ICWA National Seminar on advancing the UDA Framework
for India’s MAHASAGAR Vision, held in Pune on 17-18 August 2026.
Pravin Roy represented DGMA and highlighted
approach to underwater radiated noise from shipping. The seminar
also enabled discussions on maritime safety, sustainability, policy,

Shri

technology, and the Blue Economy.

READ MORE
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BITS PILANI

We successfully concluded the Final Presentations of the 2026 UDA
Summer Internship Programme by interns from BITS Pilani at MRC,
Pune. The workshop showcased research across underwater
acoustics, Al, remote sensing, marine ecology, fisheries, coastal
resilience, and ocean governance. Experts from C-DAC Pune and
AIT Pune also interacted with the interns and shared valuable

feedback on their research.
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READ MORE

MRC, in collaboration with RV College of
Engineering (RVCE) and IEEE, conducted a
seven-session online expert talk series during
June-July 2026. The programme introduced
students to key dimensions of Underwater
Domain  Awareness (UDA), including
technology, marine research, sediment
management, fisheries, autonomous systems,
and interdisciplinary approaches.

o Dr(Cdr) Arnab Das: Introduced the UDA
Framework and its relevance to maritime
security, the economy, environment, and
policy.

¢ Shridhar Prabhuraman: Discussed
technology-driven UDA applications and
the role of data in underwater monitoring
and decision-making.

« J.Cathrine: Focused on marine research,
interdisciplinary collaboration, and
knowledge generation for addressing
maritime challenges.

¢ Callistine Lewis: Spoke on research,
knowledge dissemination, and sustained
academic engagement to strengthen the
UDA ecosystem.

¢ Romit Kanware: Explained sediment
management and its connection with
navigational safety, infrastructure, and
environmental management.

¢ Suchir Mamidala: Covered autonomous
systems, Al, sensing technologies, and
their role in marine research and
monitoring.

¢ Ashwani Kumar Singh: Highlighted data-
driven approaches for fisheries,
aquaculture, and sustainable marine
resource management.

READ THE FULL REPORT
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WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

The Maritime Research Center (MRC), in collaboration with the
Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA), hosted a

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON “ADVANCING UNDERWATER
DOMAIN AWARENESS FRAMEWORK FOR INDIA'S
MAHASAGAR VISION AND ITS REALIZATION"

DAY 1

Oon Day 1, we were honoured to have Vice Admiral Anil Jaggi AVSM,
Commandant, National Defence Academy, Khadakwasla, deliver the
keynote address and set the stage for the two-day National Dialogue. The
opening session, “Evolution of UDA Framework and Global Relevance,”
was chaired by Admiral Karambir Singh PVSM, AVSM, IN (Retd.), Former
Chief of Naval Staff, with Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director, MRC,
as the main presenter.

The day also featured the session “Building the Blue Sun — UDA and its
Place in an Evolving World Order,” chaired by Ambassador Anup Kumar
Mudgal, Former Indian Diplomat and Member of the Blue Economy Task
Force at FICCI. Mr Hrishikesh Dhande, Deputy Director, Pune International
Centre, chaired the session on “Career Opportunities, Skilling and
Capacity Building in UDA,” with Callistine Lewis, Research Fellow and
Head of Publications, MRC, as the main presenter.

Watch the Seminar

DAY 2

On Day 2, the National Seminar began with opening remarks by General
Manoj Pande, PVSM, AVSM, VSM (Retd.), Former Chief of Army Staff, Indian
Army. The sessions covered Sediment Management and Navigational
Safety, chaired by Lieutenant General A. K. Ramesh, SM, and Blue
Accounting and Marine Environmental Economics, chaired by Dr Ajit
Ranade, with Romit Kaware and J Cathrine from MRC as the main
presenters.

The day also featured sessions on Biofouling, Anthropogenic Noise and
Ecological Resilience, chaired by Dr Varsha Kelkar-Mane, and Sustainable
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Marine Bioresources, chaired by Mr Rakesh
Kumar, Bharat Electronics Limited. Suchir Mamidala and Ashwani Singh,
Research Fellows at MRC, served as the main presenters. The discussions
brought together diverse perspectives on sustainable maritime
development, environmental resilience, and technology-driven solutions.

Watch the Seminar

NCING UNDERWATER D'
{ARENESS (UDA) FRAMEW

Learn More

VIEW REPORT



https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7495366536912891904
https://youtu.be/abzF-lReG50
https://youtu.be/hS5Z5bxJoho
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https://mrc-website-media.s3.ap-south-1.amazonaws.com/concept+notes/MRC-ICWA+Conference+Report.pdf

WEBINARS

Final Presentations by MRC’s UDA Summer
Interns from IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Madras

and IIT Kanpur
17 July 2026
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Final Presentations by MRC’s UDA Summer Interns from IIT Bombay,
[IT Delhi, IIT Madras and IIT Kanpur

N

Group 1 Projects: Group 2 Projects:
Marine Spatial Planning . Sediment Management

Group 3 Projects: Group 4 Projects:
Biofouling Management Fisheries and Aquaculture

00 Webex | & REGISTERNOW | &3 YouTube

WEBINAR REPORT
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https://youtu.be/gdNeMy9ymoY
https://dialogue.udafoundation.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/17th-July-2026-webinar-report.pdf

WEBINARS

Final Presentations of Liberal Arts and
Interdisciplinary Internship Programme-

UDA Framework
07th August 2026
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Final-Internship Presentations by the Liberal Arts Batch from
St. Stephen’s College (Delhi)

—
Research Presentations by MRC Team

Mr Shridhar Prabhuraman
Deputy Director, MRC

Mr Vaibhav Sachan
UDA Summer Intern
(St. Stephen’s College, Delhi)

00 Webex | 2 REGISTERNOW | @3 YouTube

WEBINAR REPORT

FULL VIDEO



https://youtu.be/IzL7LWIIqqI
https://dialogue.udafoundation.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Webinar-Report-7-August-2026-webinar.pdf

o7 UDA DIGEST ARTICLES

Read the latest UDA Digest article on Read the latest UDA Digest article on
100 Coastal Warriors: Strengthening Livelihoods The Indo-US Comprehensive Underwater Domain
of Coastal Communities through Underwater Awareness Roadmap - Why Strategic Alignment

Domain Awareness (UDA) Framework

in the Underwater Space Is Crucial for India

3 ) -

2 . Callistine Lewi
Authored by y E::%E‘E:‘:«Yﬁt:::: :::.muucn, Authored by :‘;;'l:::"f‘-zl;*u;;::: of
100 Coastal Warriors: Strengthening Livelihoods of The Indo-US Comprehensive Underwater Domain
Coastal Communities through Underwater Domain Awareness Roadmap - Why Strategic Alignment in the
Awareness (UDA) Framework Underwater Space Is Crucial for India

EAD MORE READ MORE

Read the latest UDA Digest article on
Read the latest UDA Digest article on

Maritime History and Traditional Knowledge

Beneath the Ocean Surface lies a Protector, a
Provider, and a World Worth Protecting:

| | Mahaswi Ganipisetty Dr. Radhika Seshan
Authored by ﬁ MR Intern 2026 [Stusent 3t 1T Bambay) Authored by | Head of the Department of History,
Savitribal Phule Pune Usiversity

Beneath the Ocean Surface lies a Protector, a Provider,
and a World Worth Protecting: Understanding the Maritime History and Traditional Knowledge
significance of Coral Reefs

READ MORE READ MORE

Read the latest UDA Digest article on

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Implementation,
based on Modelling & Simulation (M&S), driven by
the Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) framework]

Dr. (Cdr.) Arnab Das

Authored by Founder and Director, MEC, Pune

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Implementation, based on
Modelling & Simulation (M&S), driven by the Underwater
Domain Awareness (UDA) framework

READ MORE
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https://www.digest.udafoundation.in/article/rbqa598kc6xb9h0kivnjyw3n
https://www.digest.udafoundation.in/article/p6dyunv9edk0ugriuqwckgxr
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https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/07/hunting-the-invisible-how-ai-and-satellite-radar-are-spotting-indias-dark-ships/
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https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
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https://digest.udafoundation.in/2025/10/23/marginalisation-and-revival-of-indigenous-technical-knowledge-in-indian-maritime-policy/
https://www.digest.udafoundation.in/article/mzbyic76c77ftiz8yp6sghhx
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Latest Research Publication

Autonomous Maritime Systems and
Strategic Undersea Infrastructure: China's
Emerging Ocean Technologies

Authered By: Suchir Mo ARC Research Fellow

UDA Knowledge Center

=T

Latest Research Publication

Policy and Strategic Perspective for Multi-
Parameter Fisheries Intelligence: INCOIS Gap
Analysis, Climate-OMZ Imperatives, and the

Case for Advisory System Upgrade

Authored By: Ashwoni Singh, MRC Research Fellow

Autonomous Maritime Systems and Strategic
Undersea Infrastructure: China’s Emerging Ocean
Technologies

READ MORE

2R
Latest Research Publication

Antifouling Techniques: History and
Evolution of Marine Fouling Control

Authored By: Ashwani S

Policy and Strategic Perspective for Multi-Parameter
Fisheries Intelligence: INCOIS Gap Analysis, Climate-OMZ
Imperatives, and the Case for Advisory System Upgrade

READ MORE

Y| T

Latest Research Publication

Fisheries and Socio-Economic Impact
Assessment: CPUE Improvement, Seasonal
Harvest Optimization, and Fisher-Level Benefits

MRC Research Fellow

Antifouling Techniques: History and Evolution of
Marine Fouling Control

READ MORE

Ti|a]i

Latest Research Publication

Design And Development Of Autonomous
Underwater Vehicles (AUVs) For Underwater
Ambient Noise Validation.

Fisheries and Socio-Economic Impact Assessment: CPUE
Improvement, Seasonal Harvest Optimization, and
Fisher-Level Benefits

READ MORE

Design And Development Of Autonomous Underwater
Vehicles (AUVs) For Underwater Ambient Noise

Validation.

READ MORE
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https://www.knowledge.udafoundation.in/research_article/qs6uku399khhcjlm0opx3vqy
https://www.knowledge.udafoundation.in/research_article/rubi16op3gr7msciedzw3rwq
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UDA JOURNAL

The International Journal of Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA Journal) brings together
interdisciplinary research to address emerging challenges across the maritime and underwater domain.

—— FEATURED PAPERS

Strengthening ASEAN Water Security through the Underwater Domain Awareness
Framework

MRC Research Fellows Amparo Pamela Fabe and Joan Andrea Toledo
~ examine how the Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) Framework can help
| address growing water security challenges across the ASEAN region.

UDA curun.  UNDERWATER DOMAIN AWARENESS
Strengthening ASEAN Water Security
through the Underwater Domain i o i ) . .
Awareness Framework. Drawing on existing literature and interactions with regional experts, the
paper evaluates water governance deficits across ASEAN member states
and explores how UDA-enabled technologies, including passive acoustic
monitoring, sonar-based resource mapping, and integrated data platforms,
¥ can strengthen regional water security. The study emphasises that
institutional reform, capacity building, and stronger regional coordination
are essential to translate technological capabilities into sustainable

governance outcomes.
READ FULL PAPER

aTHORS
) Pamets fabe | M1 Joan Andres Toleds:

. aBsTRACT

Reimagining River Security: Hydro-Hegemony, Indigenous Knowledge, and Governance
of the Brahmaputra Basin.

HPRERWAIET DOM TN AWARENESS ~ “Reimagining River Security: Hydro-Hegemony, Indigenous Knowledge, and
Governance of the Brahmaputra Basin.” The paper examines hydro-

hegemony, ecological vulnerability, indigenous resilience, and governance
challenges across the Brahmaputra River Basin.

UDA IMTEARATIGHAL JouNHAL o7 @ Tejaswini Kaktikar, Research Fellow at MRC, authored the UDA Journal paper
JOURNAL
. |

Reimagining River Security:
Hydro-Hegemony, Indigenous Knowledge,
and Governance of the Brahmaputra Basin.

|

e, The study explores how the UDA Framework can be adapted to a freshwater
context through real-time environmental monitoring, transparent data
sharing, and inclusive governance. It highlights key risks including strategic
infrastructure, environmental stress, climate-induced displacement, and
institutional fragmentation, while emphasising cooperation and shared
knowledge for stronger river security.

READ FULL PAPER

Navigating the Uncharted Waters: Maritime Security in the Underwater Domain

Shradha Gajavelli, Former MRC Intern; Symbiosis International University,
Pune, authored the UDA Journal paper “Navigating the Uncharted Waters:
Maritime Security in the Underwater Domain.” The paper explores emerging
security challenges in the underwater domain driven by technological
advancement and wider access to underwater systems.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF
UDA JOURNAL =~ UNDERWATER DOMAIN AWARENESS

Navigating the Uncharted Waters:
Maritime Security in the
Underwater Domain.
e The study highlights threats including drug smuggling, suomarine cable
sabotage, espionage, and underwater warfare, while identifying gaps in
existing policies and technology-based interventions. It also explores the
relevance of the UDA Framework in strengthening infrastructure protection
and supporting a more comprehensive approach to underwater and

maritime security.
READ FULL PAPER

READ THE FULL PAPER

11



https://www.journal.udafoundation.in/article/om0klmjkda0xvy8ak77amkuh
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https://www.journal.udafoundation.in/article/zm4wabaypwf5lxpyybks75d1
https://www.journal.udafoundation.in/article/zm4wabaypwf5lxpyybks75d1
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Oy External Publications

MRC FEATURED IN TARINT - ISSUE 4

Callistine Lewis, Research Fellow and Head of
Publications at MRC, and Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das,
Founder and Director, were featured in the
fourth issue of Tarint: Sailing Across the Bay of
Bengal with their essay, “Securing the Jala-
Durg: Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA)
and Maritime Security.”

MARITIME
= \ﬂ ®'y, RESEARCH
) CENTER

MRC FEATURED IN TARINI - ISSUE 4

“The Indian Ocean is both the
third-largest ocean as well as the
least-mapped major ocean basin
in the world, with only about

17.5% of its seafloor currently 1ot The article highlights UDA’s role in

mapped.” strengthening maritime defence, coastal

Callistine lilewissprcana Iz security, subsea infrastructure resilience, and

featured in the fourth issue of Tarini: Sailing | 1 operqtionul mobility, while also exploring its

Across the Bay of Bengal, titled “Samudra q q

Mandala: Re-anchoring Maritime Security” 4 relevance to fISheI‘IeS, deep-sea resource
. | mapping, climate monitoring, and regional

Relations and i/ ] cooperation through BIMSTEC.

in
Dr. (Cdr.) Arnab Das

Founder and Director, MRC

MR Read the Full Article

(ISSUE 4, Pages 12-15)

MRC PAPER FEATURED IN MEDC ECONOMIC DIGEST

J Cathrine, Head of Research at MRC, and Dr
(cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director,
contributed an article titled “Blue Accounting
“To address the limitation of for Tropical Countries” in the latest edition of
conventional ocean : ) the Maharashtra Economic Development

accounting, we propose a Blue . SP—
Economy Accounting (BEA) Council (MEDC) Economic Digest.

Framework that integrates ;
Blue Accounting, Underwater ' — The article presents a Blue Economy
Domain Awareness (UDA), and TR Accounting framework integrating UDA and
MOde"mg?nds'm'flatm"'_ Marine Spatial Planning for better marine
based Marine Spatial Planning ..
(MSP) into a unified decision- I resource management. It highlights
support system.” applications across fisheries, ports, tourism,
; offshore energy, and marine conservation
J Cathrine and Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das

in the latest edition of Maharashtra while  supporting sustainable  ocean

Economic Development Council governance

(MEDC) Economic Digest on the :
Dr. (Cdr.) Arnab Das

Blue Economy Founder and Director, MRC

MARITIME
., RESEARCH
CENTER

MEDC Economic Digest
(Pages 18-20)


https://www.cppr.in/e-books/indian-coastal-alliance-compendium
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14Zqhpzfi5ciPr3_czM1VF6R1sc5nh0NB
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14Zqhpzfi5ciPr3_czM1VF6R1sc5nh0NB
https://medcindia.com/upload/August20260804111554.pdf
https://medcindia.com/upload/August20260804111554.pdf

PRESS AND MEDIA INTERACTIONS

Media mention in The Vision Times

Media Mention in The Vision Times L. .
{ridin sl s fam D s R Hves Syt VISION TIMES featured insights from Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director

Cooperation Under Evolving Joint Security Roadmap of the Maritime Research Center (MRC), in an article examining the evolving
Ye—— India—Australia maritime security partnership and the strategic relevance of
H‘%ﬁ Founder 403D the Joint Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap. The article highlights the
2 =i : importance of strengthening strategic capacity and capability building
- among Indo-Pacific partners.
Dr Das emphasised that defence technologies and operational strategies in
the Indo-Pacific must account for the unique characteristics of the tropical
maritime environment. He also highlighted the importance of joint military
exercises in identifying operational gaps, supporting research and
innovation, and strengthening indigenous capability development. These
perspectives reinforce the relevance of the UDA Framework in enabling
evidence-based policy and stronger regional maritime cooperation.

LEARN MORE

RIRC & Media mention in Punekar News
Media Mention in Punekar News i
Pune Water Crisis Explained: Why Khadakwasla Dam Punekar News featured an article by Mr Praful Talera, Advisor on Blue
has lost over 50% of its Storage Capacity Economy at the Maritime Research Center (MRC), drawing attention to the
[T severe sedimentation challenges affecting Khadakwasla Lake. The article
highlights findings from MRC’s 2017 underwater survey, which mapped the
entire lake using acoustic sensors and revealed extensive soft-silt

Pune Water Crisis Explained: Why accumulation across the lakebed, significantly reducing its effective water-
Khadakwasla Dam Has Lost Over 50% of Its  holding capacity.
Storage Capacity

The article further explains how this sedimentation contributes to both
monsoon flooding and water shortages during the dry season. It highlights
MRC'’s proposed approach of removing and reusing the accumulated silt,
while also emphasising the need for digital transformation, real-time robotic
monitoring, and the Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) Framework to
support more sustainable water management, improved reservoir planning,
— and long-term climate resilience for Pune.

¢h Center. J LEARN MORE

RMRGC E MRC Featured in South Asia Monitor (SAM) Podcast

MRC Featured in South Asia Monitor (SAM) Podcast '
: == — Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director of MRC, featured on the South Asia
Dr (Cdr) Arnab Das, Founder and Director, MRC, in conversation

with Col. Anil Bhat (Retd.) from SAM Monitor (SAM) Conversations Podcast, where he discussed the role and
growing significance of Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) with Col. Anil
Bhat (Retd.). The conversation explored why understanding, monitoring, and
mapping activities beneath the surface is becoming increasingly important
for maritime security, particularly as the underwater domain continues to
grow in strategic and operational relevance.

Dr Das also spoke about critical underwater infrastructure and assets,
including subsea cables, pipelines, naval infrastructure, underwater vehicles,
and sensitive maritime ecosystems. He highlighted the challenges of
securing a domain that remains difficult to continuously monitor and fully
understand, while emphasising the importance of UDA in strengthening
maritime awareness, protecting critical infrastructure, and supporting more
informed strategic decision-making.

WATCH FULL PODCAST
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/the-maritime-research-center_maritimesecurity-underwaterdomainawareness-activity-7486268677114372096-q6be?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAD5ZLMQBEOlJ_x5qIO0Nb1iRAXLwq9ifFhQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/the-maritime-research-center_mrcs-media-mention-in-punekar-news-activity-7480473161747042304-QxiC?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAD5ZLMQBEOlJ_x5qIO0Nb1iRAXLwq9ifFhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhvakFixezM

PRESS AND MEDIA INTERACTIONS

MARITIME - .
= \i’: RG RESEARCH l \ R & afeg
" . CENTER 1 "" Indian Council of World Affairs

40+ MEDIA COVERAGES

The MRC-ICWA National Seminar on

“Advancing Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) Framework for
India’s MAHASAGAR Vision and its Realisation”

received extensive coverage across leading national and regional
media platforms.

Featured across The Times of Indig, The Indian Express, Financial Times, Mirror Now,
Maharashtra Times, Loksatta and more.

__ TheCity i

| | | Chimms idizwater datacollectionnotfor || | £ Siases Semiol st Soah 85
peaceful purposes alone: Vice Admiral Jaggi|
SR SIS Suneery

e ....:t.—.

The coverage highlighted key conversations on:

Protecting critical undersea infrastructure

Creating new opportunities for youth in UDA

+ Expanding UDA beyond security to include science, technology,
environment, and economy

The coverage reflects UDA's growing importance in shaping India's maritime future.

MEDIA COVERAGE REPORT
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https://dialogue.udafoundation.in/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Media-Coverage-Report_MRC-ICWA-Event.pdf

UDA Insights by
Vice Admiral Anil Jaggi

WATCH THE VIDEO

MRC VIDEOS

-

nsights by

UDAI

Admiral Karambir Singh

WATCH THE VIDEO

UDA Insights by
General Manoj Pande

WATCH THE VIDEO

Dr. Varsha Kelkar-Mane

UDA Insights by
Dr Varsha Kelkar-Mane

WATCH THE VIDEO

UDA Insights by
Swati Meherishi

WATCH THE VIDEO

Strategic Value of Seagrass

Integrating Seagrass Extent
and Change for the IOR

WATCH THE VIDEO

Marine Heatwave Drivers, Predictability
and Fisheries Impact in Bay of Bengal

WATCH THE VIDEO

Coral Reef Bleaching Risk
Modelling

WATCH THE VIDEO

Krbprhing P bl el

Blue Economy Accounting Framework
for Maharashtra

WATCH THE VIDEO

e
RMRG
Cinren

Riverine Flood Module for
Tropical Major Basins

Riverine Flood Module for
Tropical Majar Basins

Video on
Potential Fishing Zone (PFZ) Mapping

WATCH THE VIDEO

WATCH THE VIDEO

Video on
Antifouling Techniques

WATCH THE VIDEO

Video on
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) Toolkit

VVATCH THE VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/hY3rDGSMK58
https://youtu.be/qG6Ph3KP98k
https://youtu.be/BGmXrPgSQ-M?si=LMkrJOe5PuMYQmLP
https://youtu.be/ipm5pS9tS3Q
https://youtu.be/zpVBPFbjGNc
https://youtu.be/nWEFBxfJ8Sc
https://youtu.be/7k2jy_TAh88
https://youtu.be/jWN-JPlLTtk
https://youtu.be/aGlWAoJcgUA
https://youtu.be/5U46yuZK_t4
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPqA0qsgCoK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPqA0qsgCoK/
https://youtu.be/FJuOkU2m3ds
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPqA0qsgCoK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPqA0qsgCoK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPqA0qsgCoK/
https://youtu.be/ZkoNfdXWXKY
https://youtu.be/5uiBuN8AnSY

jlo IMPORTANT COMMEMORATIONS
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Happy 4

World Maritime Day
. — HAPPY —

Theme: From Policy to Practice: Powering Maritime Excellence

The Marll Center reafl its i to g
awareness of the underwater and maritime environment and bui Idmg the

nNext generation’s copacity.

.
-~ @ =

Az we celebrate our nation's freedom,
let us hanor the counage of our herces and
neniw our commitrent to building a
stronger, smarter and more
sustainable India.

Coming Soon:
1-Day Career Counselling Programme

Designed to introduce college students 1o emerging maritime career pathways, interdisciplinary
opportunities, and the skills required to build a career in the underwater domain

Independence Day :
15" August 2026

World Maritime Day :
24" September 2026

READ MORE READ MORE
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26 JuLY
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE

CONSERVATION OF
THE MANGROVE
ECOSYSTEM
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International Day for .__
Mangroves are nature’s coastal

g <. UNDERWATER CULTURAL
T e, HERITAGE

ooadtal communities.
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from evarion and biodresity and comizen chmate and coastal ety and

extrerne events Taberies chamge o ecosysten heaith
m'_ 3 SCIENCE. DATA. SPATIAL INTELLIGENCE.
CREER FOR SUSTAINABLE COASTS.

EVERNCE -DASHT D0 Making for coastdl

_E - IS Marinag Spatial Planning (WESP) Toolkit,
under the o [carm

Wt Bty (DAY Framewor, imegrates mumi:ipeeed dats—

i Pyytrographic, ecclogical, and spatial—to suppot

and marine govemance.

=% o 8 0%

[
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International Day for the Conservation of International Day for Underwater Cultural
the Mangrove Ecosystem: 26" July 2026 Heritage: 5" April 2026

READ MORE READ MORE
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7486993719695511552
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7508745286375297025
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7494241245628633088
https://www.instagram.com/p/DQqYmTIgaUo/
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https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7496416560820121600

11 UDA SUMMER INTERNSHIPS

A ‘
DEV RAJ KARAN SINGH

INTERNS FROMIITS

PRANAV ASHOK MAHITKAR MAHASWI GANIPISETTY
IIT Madras IIT Madras IIT Bombay

o .
SAGAR YADAV

IIT Delhi

WATCH PRESENTATION

-
ASHISH KUMAR JHA

IIT Kanpur

WATCH PRESENTATION

AN ’lx.'f. I\
SHIWANG GUPTA SAMYAK ARYAN SINGH

IIT Delhi IIT Madras IIT Delhi

WATCH PRESENTATION WATCH PRESENTATION WATCH PRESENTATION

IIT Kanpur IIT Kanpur

WATCH PRESENTATION

INTERNS FROM ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE

a2 8

EKTA SAREEN VAIBHAV SACHEN

PETER BIJU

WATCH PRESENTATION WATCH PRESENTATION
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https://youtu.be/bsLS-Jlt098
https://youtu.be/ftkQdETTLzc
https://youtu.be/wan63BGzAMU
https://youtu.be/7k2jy_TAh88
https://youtu.be/tEgJizy9xTg
https://youtu.be/B--Y0ghEogo
https://youtu.be/5U46yuZK_t4
https://youtu.be/4ULTkLVsbQg
https://youtu.be/AWniGecP7DU
https://youtu.be/eT_-cFvR4EY
https://youtu.be/dv2o9lbaJrY
https://youtu.be/jWN-JPlLTtk
https://youtu.be/V84-yaJhmm8
https://youtu.be/aGlWAoJcgUA

INTERNSHIPS & FELLOWSHIPS

INTERNS FROM BITS PILANI

EYE

YASH MANIN KULKARNI DHRUV KUMAR SINHA ANVI MISHRA ZIYAN MANZOOR SAYYAD

L 2

PREENA SENGUTA SHREYANSH JAISWAL

WATCH PRESENTATION WATCH PRESENTATION

S

= ‘ wiff
SOHAM SAXENA ANUPAM SAHAI AYUSH SHUKLA KRISHNA KISHORE D.

i

ISHRIT JAIN SANCHIT AGRAWAL HARSHAL GORDE PRANAHV SANKAR

] ™/ B

OMKAR RAJU THOTE

TULIKA ABHIJIT DEVALE

.
| e

WATCH PRESENTATION

WATCH PRESENTATION

\\ -
SRI SIDDHARTHA YERRAMILLI ARNAVA PRADNESH DESHMUKH

Read the full UDA Summer Internship Report 2026 here
\4

UDA SUMMER INTERNSHIP REPORT 2026
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https://youtu.be/60mKbpzfZzk
https://youtu.be/g8XM3eW5JJo
https://youtu.be/vHwXKMxGoMo
https://youtu.be/JI84-Kelvh0
https://youtu.be/Qu8qBkZm2rI
https://youtu.be/nWEFBxfJ8Sc
https://youtu.be/TTT5W004aHM
https://youtu.be/umfzmANqR1I
https://youtu.be/ghfVwZY-DkM
https://youtu.be/c1KDqvp09Ns
https://youtu.be/jGGdeg2z1eM
https://youtu.be/VzI88IerlFg
https://youtu.be/LrFCfrt4wns
https://youtu.be/JhxLbBr9uRk
https://youtu.be/Cqxjvhbj5M4
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